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Missing student found Tuesday night
By Christiana Cobb
@christianacobb
Gabe Lorette-Smith, a junior civil engineering major whom some people may know as
Gabe Furness, was reported missing since Sunday evening and was found Tuesday evening.
Lorette-Smith’s mother Sadie Furness, 46,
said he was found by a friend and was staying
at the friend’s home until his mother went to
get him.

Furness said he was found in the Ben Lomond area in Santa Cruz near the home in
which he grew up.
Sgt. John Laws of the University Police Department, said a missing persons report was
filed a little after midnight Tuesday by someone in the residence hall.
Laws said the report was filed after LoretteSmith did not come in for his work shift in
housing and prior to that he appeared to have
been in ill health.

Furness said she had not heard from him,
which was unusual.
“I am concerned because he may be confused right now,” Furness said while he was
missing. “He may be at risk because he may be
depressed.”
Laws said UPD had been in contact with the
Santa Cruz County sheriff’s office and the state
parks in the area because Lorette-Smith was last
seen in the Mount Hermon area.
Furness said those who saw him didn’t know

that he wasn’t supposed to be in Santa Cruz,
which she said was strange because they knew
him and knew he went to school at SJSU.
“We are concerned about his mental health
status,” Laws said. “Based on information from
friends and his mother, we believe there may
be some mental health issues, and he has been
classified as an at-risk missing person because
of his mental health status.”

SEE DISAPPEARANCE ON PAGE 4
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Is social media harming the younger generation? UPD

provides
self-defense
sessions for
women
By Stephanie Wong
@StephanieJWong

the conference last year, said the
most important thing for students
attending is to talk and learn from
the many industry professionals
who are there as both speakers and
guests.
“It was a learning experience because I got to talk to one professional
and you don’t necessarily talk about
school and what they’re doing but
you learn about them and their life,”
Rao said. “So he taught me about
his life and what he’s gone through
... he helped me realize there’s a lot
involved when you turn into a professional I still talk to him, he helped
me get an internship at a medical
device company. That was one of the
biggest things that came out of the
conference for me.”
Selvaduray said he works with an
industry advisory committee with
six to seven Silicon Valley professionals to determine what topics
should be covered during the conference and which speakers should
be invited.
“(Students) are being exposed
to cutting-edge stuff,” he said. “We
have speakers who are really experts, who know the subject well or
are working on really cutting-edge
innovations, and that’s what the
students are gaining. In fact, not
just the students, but we have a lot of
people from outside who are coming
as well.”
Khuc said students will get as
much from the conference as they
are willing to put in, so the best thing
for them to do is to be an active participant and talk to the speakers.
“We provide a lot of opportunities for students to interface with
professionals,” Khuc said. “Our goal
is to connect young minds with

The University Police Department provides self-defense training
sessions specifically designed for
women, which is part of a program
called Rape Aggression Defense
(R.A.D.).
According to Sgt. Jenny Gaxiola,
the program is an international selfdefense program which has sessions
designed for men, women, the elderly and children.
Gaxiola said the specific training
sessions UPD provides at SJSU are
for women ages 13 and older.
She said the UPD instructors are
trained in the program and have
been providing the sessions at SJSU
since 1998.
According to Gaxiola, UPD only
currently provides the self-defense
training sessions for women because the budget does not allow
them to teach the other sessions in
this program.
Sgt. John Laws said the program
is a two-day long training session
which is free of charge for female
SJSU students, $5 for female faculty
and staff and $10 for the general female public.
According to Gaxiola, each session is 12 hours long and split over
the course of two days.
She said there would be four
hours spent on classroom safety
instruction, six hours spent on the
physical portion and two hours
spent on a realistic scenario.
The two-day sessions are provided over specific weekend dates,
where according to Gaxiola, the
times are usually Saturday 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. and Sunday 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
SJSU.
She said from 8 a.m. to noon on
the first day would be classroom
instruction before an hour lunch
break.
She also said the physical portion of instruction would take place
on the first day between 1 p.m. to
5 p.m.
According to Gaxiola, the Sunday physical instruction would be
from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. before a lunch
break and a scenario session would
take place between 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Gaxiola said the scenario portion
of the class is where both the participants and instructors wear padded
suits so that the participants can
use the “defensive strategies they
learned to get out of a bad situation
in a controlled setting.”
She said the program is different
from other self-defense classes because the skills that the female participants are taught get to be used in
a realistic environment.
According to Kathy Eldridge,

SEE FORUM ON PAGE 6
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Two students focus on their phones as they walk past the Student Union on Tuesday afternoon. A recent PC Magazine article said that social media can be harmful to people ages 19-25. Kevin Johnson / Spartan Daily
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Annual biomedical conference to
connect students with professionals
By Rochelle Beckel
@rochellebeckel
The fourth annual Bay Area Biomedical Device Conference will be
hosted in the Student Union’s Barrett Ballroom on March 27 and will
feature 20 biomedical device professionals invited to discuss a variety
of topics regarding the biomedical
engineering industry.
The theme of the conference will
be improving life through innovation, according to Daniel Khuc, a
graduate student in the biomedical
devices program and co-chair of the
conference.
“(The conference will focus on)
how you can not just extend the
length of patients’ (lives), but make
sure it is as pain free as it can (be),
and quality is a big thing,” Khuc said.
“Part of that is ‘how do you deliver
quality at reasonable prices?’”
Guna Selvaduray, the director
of the biomedical engineering program and faculty adviser for the
SJSU chapter of the biomedical engineering society, said he initiated
the idea for the conference several
years ago and intended for it to benefit both students and professionals
in the biomedical device career field.
“I thought we should do this (because) the (Silicon) Valley has a lot of
biomedical device companies,” Selvaduray said. “The valley has a lot of
professional societies but there is no
professional meeting place for the
professionals in biomedical devices,

so I thought this was an opportunity
for us to create a venue and at the
same time bring recognition to our
program at San Jose State.”
Khuc said in addition to conference sessions dedicated to individual speakers, there will be two panel
discussions featuring three speakers
each bringing together their insight
and ideas on certain topics.
“(One of the) panels we have (is
on) changing the landscape of the
medical device industry, which is
kind of a big factor in the biomedical tax that’s coming and just in general, the health care system as it continues to evolve, how do you react as
a device company,” Khuc said. “The
other panel is on health care economics. We actually have doctors
that are coming in because patientdoctor relationships are always kind
of changing.”
Raymond Cao, a junior biomedical engineering major, said this is
his first semester in the biomedical
engineering society and he’s planning on attending the conference
so he can learn more about what the
major is all about and connect with
both the speakers and students attending the conference.
“I have a general feel for what
biomedical engineers do, but I don’t
really have a precise understanding
of where the world of biomedical
engineering is right now,” Cao said.
“So this is my chance to look at it
and maybe I’ll find something cool,
maybe I’ll be like ‘Hey this is some-

thing I want to work with’ or maybe
I’ll find something out that I never
knew before and it will interest me
and give me a clear goal to chase after.”
Khuc said the conference’s audience isn’t limited to biomedical engineering majors and the discussion
topics being brought up could appeal to students interested in other
relevant career fields.

(One of the)
panels we
have (is on)
changing the
landscape of
the medical
device
industry...
Daniel Khuc
Graduate student in
the biomedical devices
program
“It’s an opportunity for us to
invite maybe not just people who
are biomedical engineers, but just
people interested in economics and
health care in general,” Khuc said.
Praveen Rao, a junior biomedical engineering major who attended
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BASKETBALL

Young ballers promise
bright future for team
By Tommy McCormick
@mccormickdaily
The SJSU women’s basketball
season came to an end last Wednesday when the University of Idaho
scored on a buzzer beater shot to
eliminate the Spartans from the
Western Athletic Conference tournament, 57-55.
The Spartans went 11-19 on the
season with a 8-10 mark in WAC
play, and set many records both as a
team and individually, according to
SJSU Athletics.
The team recorded back-to-back
wins for the first time since the
2005-06 season, along with its eight
conference wins which are the most
since that season as well, according
to Richard Stern, the assistant athletics media relations director.
Head coach Tim La Kose said the
team accomplished a great deal in
spite of being so young.
“They continue to change the
culture here,” he said. “One of the
youngest teams in the country. They
excelled on and off the court.”
La Kose said the team achieved
a great deal despite being relatively
inexperienced at the college level.
“Our goal was to win WAC
championship, and we beat the top
teams in the conference,” La Kose
said. “We were a basket away from
beating the tournament champion,
so we were right there. We did that
with a young and small roster.”
La Kose said the small roster was
a part of the process of the changing
culture of the team.
“We have a really good group of
freshman, led by Riana Byrd who
was freshman of the year,” he said.
This is the second year in a row
the team has had a freshman of the
year, last year was Ta’Rea Cunnigan,
who received All-Conference honors this year, according to La Kose.
He said the success of Ta’Rea
Cunnigan and Byrd led the team,
and it will bode well for the future.
“The whole group was very coachable, they showed a lot of improvement as the year progressed,” he said.
“Having a small-sized team was actually an advantage for them as far as playing time opportunities, and the experience that they have moving forward.
Cunnigan won first team AllWAC, was named WAC players of

the week three times and was one
of 40 candidates to be awarded as a
Capital One Academic All-District
performer with a 3.61 cumulative
GPA.
Cunnigan said she was fortunate
enough to accomplish some of her
goals for the season.
“I am lucky enough to have such
good teammates that helped me accomplish my goals, I could not have
done it without their help and motivation,” she stated in an email.
Cunnigan was in the top ten in six
different WAC statistical categories
for the season, according to Stern.
She was second in the conference
in scoring with 19.8 points per game,
second with 3.1 steals per game, seventh in free throw percentage at 76
percent and sixth in three point percentage shooting with a 35 percent
clip from behind the arc.
She scored double figures in 27
of the team’s 30 games, and her
594 points this season are second
all-time on the single season list, all
while being the other teams main
focus of defensive effort.
Cunnigan said the team performed
exceptionally well, considering the circumstances of the roster size.
“We definitely had some mishaps
and faced adversity throughout the
course of the season,” she stated in an
email. “Nonetheless I am still proud
of my team. We set many new records here at San Jose, and only continue to plan on setting more.”
The team scored 2,022 total points
this year, which is the third most for
SJSU in a single season, and is just the
third time in 38 years the team has
reached 2,000 points, Stern said.
The team also set single season
records for free throws, both attempted and made, going 487-for678, or 72 percent from the line.
Byrd had a monster year, becoming the most highly decorated freshman Spartan in the 17 years that
SJSU has been in the WAC.
Byrd won WAC freshman all-team,
WAC defensive all-team, and third
team All-WAC, while being the only
player in the WAC to average a doubledouble, with 11.4 points and 10.9 rebounds per game.
She had 13 double-doubles this
season, and was 28th in the nation
with 64 blocks on the season, which
also set the SJSU single-season record.

Sophomore guard Classye James goes up for a shot against San Francisco State University’s Farrah Shokoor during
the Spartans’ 70-51 victory over the Gators on Nov. 9 at the Event Center. Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

Byrd said her success as a freshman came as a surprise to her, especially with six freshman on the team.
“I didn’t think out of the six of us
I would be the one to become freshman of the year,” she said. “Or at least
do as much as I’ve done this year, and
I’m really happy about that.”
She said it did change the way she
approached the game.
“Now that I was known for doing
all these great things people had an
expectation of me,” Byrd said. “So
when people saw that what I did was
great, that became my new level of
mediocre play. I was never trying to
go under that level, and always looking to go above it every single game.
Every single night. Every single day

at practice. And just continue to get
better for my team and myself.”
Byrd said the team did really well,
and she thinks they exceeded the expectations people had for them.
“I know this time next year we’re
going to be way better than we were
before, and were already so much better than we were at the beginning of
the year,” she said. “I’m just excited to
see how much better we’re going to be.”
She said the team looks to get
better for next year as they move to
the Mountain West Conference.
“We’re always looking to do
better and never settle,” Byrd said.
“We’re moving to the Mountain
West Conference so we know that
it’s going to be an even more intense

level of play, so we definitely want to
pick up our intensity.”
Cunnigan also said the team is
focused on getting better next year.
“Our goal every year is to ultimately win a championship,” Cunnigan said. “We plan to be stronger,
faster, and smarter than last year
with the mindset of winning a ring.”
La Kose said expectations for next
season are very high.
“The whole culture and dynamic,
with football’s success, the improvement in the women’s basketball program, there’s a lot of positive changes occurring and were excited to be a
part of that,” he said.
Tommy McCormick is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.

voted ACC Player of the Year and senior
guard Durand Scott was named ACC
Defender of the Year.
In his second season at Miami,
Larranaga, 63, led the Hurricanes to
a 27-6 record, including the school’s
first ACC regular-season and tournament titles. Their historic season
included an impressive 13-0 start in
ACC games.
The Hurricanes enter the
NCAA Tournament as a No. 2
seed in the East

Region and play their opener Friday
at 2:10 p.m. in Austin against No. 15
seed Pacific.
“Coach is not only the best coach
in my eyes but one of the best people
I’ve ever met,” Scott said.
This isn’t the first time Larranaga
has turned an unheralded team into a
national title contender.

“He gave hope to hundreds of socalled ‘mid-major’ schools by leading
George Mason to the Final Four
in 2006,” said USBWA President
John Akers of Basketball Times. “Then
in just two seasons at Miami he convinced a bunch of players who had
known mostly disappointment to buy
in for what has been a dream season.”

BASKETBALL

Larranga is named college
b-ball coach of the year
By Michelle Kaufman
McClatchy Tribune
The University of Miami might
consider building a new trophy case
for the men’s basketball office.
On Tuesday, head coach Jim
Larranaga won the Henry Iba Coach of
the Year Award, presented to the na-

tional coach of the year as voted by the
U.S. Basketball Writers Association.
Larranaga also was named Coach
of the Year by his fellow coaches in
the Atlantic Coast Conference.
The fifth-ranked Hurricanes swept
the coaches’ post-season awards, which
were announced on Tuesday. sophomore point guard Shane Larkin was
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SJSU exhibit blends art, science and the human body
By Vince Ei
@Vince_the_Ei
The Natalie and James
Thompson Art Gallery presents a collection of work
dissecting the human relationship of its senses into
biological and technological
means called “See Yourself
Sensing.”
As you follow the pieces
in the gallery from one end
to the other, a range of composition and direction will
give little sense of connection
between any of the art.
“I like a range of work,”
said the curator, Madeline
Schwartzman. “I don’t like for
the work to be too similar.”
She said artists whose
work appears next to each
other in this gallery may otherwise not be associated with
each other anywhere else.
The staggered flow of the
gallery was intentional and
represents the presentation
of the work in her book of
the same name, which is promoted through the gallery,
according to Schwartzman.
When you walk into the
room, you will see a series of
black and white photos on
your right taken with a camera from inside artist Ann
Hamilton’s mouth.
The photos are framed
with the inside of Hamilton’s
lips which surprisingly represent eyelids and deceives the
viewer as an eye-level view
when it really is an oral-level
of sight.
The photos are blurry
with ghostly lighting that
gives them an ethereal impression of how different the
world looks when the point of

view is lowered just inches
from the eyes.
Moving to the left, you will
encounter a photograph and
drawings by Janaina Tschape.
The art showcases ovular
shapes that seem to depict human origins from the growth
of a cell.
One of the most bewildering pieces of the entire gallery
is a photo by Tschape depicting a woman representative
of an embryo encased with
balloons in a transparent lining that bubbles from a pond.
I don’t really know what
this collection has to do
with sensing more than it
does with the very being of
existence.
Visitors will have to stick
their heads into a plastic glass
sphere called the Videodome
to experience the next exhibit

Cameras are
mounted
all over the
apparatus,
designed
by Garnet
Hertz, which
captures all
angles of the
head...
which begins the interactive
portion of the gallery.
Cameras are mounted all
over the apparatus, designed
by Garnet Hertz, which captures all angles of the head

Senior psychology major Ashlee Ramus uses the videodome constructed by Garnet Hertz. Carolyn Seng / Spartan Daily

that is inside of it and projects
the images on several screens
mounted on the wall.
Next is what artist Golan
Levin calls the Eyecode.
Guests will look into a
camera that will capture clips
of their eyes blinking and will
add them to a collection of
blinking eyes that have been
collected throughout the day
on a computer screen.
“There’s this sort of humanity when you see everybody’s eye blinking and
you almost can’t distinguish
them,” Schwartzman said. “It
seems so profound that our
individuality, maybe in the
end, isn’t so great. That we’re
just a bunch of two eyes.”
Another exhibit requires
two people because it switches
the faces of the viewers.

In changing a participant’s
face, Arturo Castro and Kyle
McDonald’s Remask aims to
redefine human identity.

Guests will
look into a
camera that
will capture
clips of
their eyes
blinking...
The gallery ends with a collection of work from Michael
Burton and Michiko Nitta
that explores ways the human
body can evolve beyond its
current functionality.

The set of photographs
include a hand digging with
multiple layers of fingernails, outgrowing hair in odd
places shaped to create bird
cages, and an endoplasmic
webbing attached to the skin
that is an extension of bodily
organs and allows a person to
essentially become a plant.
The inability for each collection to coincide with the
next one or the one before is
a result of their originality.
“I like really conceptual, original people,” said
Schwartzman, who said she
considers those qualities
some of her biggest criteria.
According to Schwartzman, the concept of the gallery originated when she was
on a plane and one of its wings
crashed into a bus before

taking off.
Since pilots can’t see how
far the wings of a plane
stretch in the cockpit, she
wondered how they determine if an object is in striking distance of the wings,
and dealt with the question,
“Are pilots as wide as their
wings?”
Schwartzman applied this
question to the relationship
between humans and their
bodies and created the book
which in turn resulted in
the gallery.
“See Yourself Sensing”
will be at the Natalie and
James Thompson Art Gallery which is located in the
Art Building room 130 until
April 5.
Vince Ei is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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Mobile wallet technology raises
privacy and security concerns
By Lindsay Wise
McClatchy Tribune
WASHINGTON — Your
smartphone already serves as
a portable office, media player, newspaper, GPS, camera
and social network hub. Now
it can replace your wallet, too.
Imagine: No more fumbling for credit cards or digging through your pockets for
loose change. The technology
already exists to let you buy a
grande soy latte through your
phone, simply by saying your
name out loud at the register.
As the number of neighborhood bank branches
dwindles, Americans increasingly use their mobile phones
to manage money and shop.
Payments made via mobile devices in the United States are
expected to total $90 billion
by 2017, a big jump from the
$12.8 billion spent in 2012,
according to Forrester, a research and advisory firm in
Cambridge, Mass.
Privacy advocates worry
that the emergence of “mobile
wallet” technology will leave
consumers more vulnerable
than ever to identity theft and
invasive data collection.
“All of a sudden the mobile
phone is about to be transformed beyond a spy in your
pocket to your bank, your
mortgage lender and your
landlord,” said Jeffrey Chester,
the executive director of the
nonprofit Center for Digital
Democracy in Washington.
“In a way, it’s kind of a privacy
tipping point, because one
single device knows wherever
you go your geographic history, your social media connections and your financial
behaviors.”
One of the most popular
mobile payment systems,
Square, enables sellers to accept credit cards through a
small device attached to a cellphone or tablet.

Consumers who install the
“Square Wallet” app on their
phones can pay for an item at
participating businesses like
Starbucks without ever having to pull out their wallets —
or even their phones. Instead,
they can just say their names
to pay. A photo and the name
of the customer pops up at the
register, and the cashier taps
the picture to authorize the
sale, automatically charging
the customer’s account.
Walla.by, a cloud-based
wallet app, allows consumers
who input their credit card
information to see which
card will get them the most
rewards or cash back for each
purchase. The app also helps
consumers take advantage of
special offers from banks and
merchants.
PayPal, Google and other
companies offer similar digital wallets.
Such technologies offer
convenience and real-time
deals to consumers while allowing companies to better
track customer behavior and
test marketing strategies.
Mobile payments already are
widely used in many developing countries, where cash is
scarce and the technology allows people to transfer money
safely over long distances,
avoiding theft and bribes.
But in the United States,
the Federal Trade Commission warned in a report this
month that these low-cost or
no-cost mobile technologies
come with hidden costs and
risks.
Advertisers, retailers, operating system manufactures
and app developers can use
the data collected from mobile
devices to build more comprehensive consumer profiles,
including shoppers’ personal
contact information, details
of their purchases and their
physical locations, the report
said.

The report also points out
that if shoppers use prepaid
accounts, reloadable cards or
gift cards to pay for purchases
via mobile, they won’t enjoy
the same federal protections
afforded to credit and debit
cards, which limit a consumer’s liability in the event of
fraud or unauthorized charges.
Although some companies
voluntarily agree to limit liability to $50, the protections
aren’t required, “and companies that provide them could
withdraw or modify them at
their discretion,” the report
stated.
Privacy advocates worry
that consumer protection
laws are lagging behind the
technology.
“At the end of the day, this
is about exposing your financial behaviors to a daisy chain
of financial and other marketers who will have a very detailed understanding of where
you are, where you spend your
time and how you buy,” said
Chester of the Center for Digital Democracy.
For now, consumer protections for mobile payments
aren’t really on policymakers’
agendas, said Chris Jay Hoofnagle, director of information privacy programs at the
Berkeley Center for Law &
Technology at the University
of California, Berkeley.
“The FTC knows about
these problems and it has written about them, but we’re very
early in this process and these
types of data transfers are not
noticeable to the consumer, so
one question is will the consumer ever object?” he said.
“Going to mobile payments — unless rules are put
in place — will be zero privacy,”
he said.
Hoofnagle suggests modernizing a California law that
prohibits brick-and-mortar
businesses from asking for
personal contact information

Bill Hogan / MCT

such as a ZIP code and phone
number from consumers who
pay by credit card. The idea, he
said, would be to extend those
protections to the digital space
and let consumers decide
whether to permit the collection of their personal data
during mobile transactions.
As the popularity of mobile payments grows, companies’ privacy practices could
face more scrutiny.
Google Wallet recently
came under fire when an Australian app developer complained in a blog that Google
was sending him the names,
physical addresses and emails
of customers who bought his
app on Google Play, the company’s store for Android apps,
games, music, books, movies
and other digital content.
In response to a letter of
inquiry from Democratic Rep.
Hank Johnson of Georgia,
Google said that it discloses in
its Google Wallet privacy notice “that we may share your
personal information with
third parties as necessary to
process your transaction and
maintain your account.”
Information such as name
and email address “is necessary for developers to issue
refunds, reversals, payment
adjustments ... and investigate
chargebacks,” Google said in its
written response to Johnson.

SAFETY TIPS
Some common-sense safety tips for using mobile payment technology:
● Protect your smart phone the same way you
would protect your laptop computer or your real
wallet. In other words, don’t leave it on top of a restaurant table where somebody might run off with it.
● If you do use mobile payment technologies,
link a credit card rather than a debit card because
legal protections are much stronger for credit cards.
Never link directly to your checking account.
● Set password protection for unlocking your
phone and a second password for any payment apps.
● If a phone is stolen, let your mobile carrier
know immediately so the phone and all apps on it
can be disabled.

Johnson remains concerned, however. Google
should do more to alert customers about the company’s
data-sharing policy at the moment when they make their
purchases, the congressman
said in a statement. “A short
notice stating the types of personal information that Google
shares with third parties and
reasons for sharing would provide users with greater transparency,” he said.
The Google Wallet case
is alarming because most
consumers don’t expect that
their personal information
will be sent to app developers
whenever they make a 99-cent
video game purchase, said

Ashkan Soltani, an independent researcher and consultant specializing in consumer
privacy and security on the
Internet.
“The fact that a random
22-year-old software developer in the Ukraine that wrote
the app in their bedroom gets
your name, address and email
when you purchase an app will
be surprising to most people,”
he said.
Privacy protections need
to be updated to reflect today’s
technology, Soltani said.
“From a policy perspective, we want to be careful
that the mobile wallets don’t
fall through the regulatory
cracks,” he said.

Disappearance: Student found near Santa Cruz, condition unknown
FROM PAGE 1
Laws said Lorette-Smith
was classified as ‘at risk’ because, if found, they wanted
to make sure he got the proper
assistance.
Lisa Galleguillos, a friend
of Lorette-Smith’s mom, said
her husband, who works at the
Mount Hermon Christian Conference Center in Santa Cruz,
said he saw Lorette-Smith
around noon on Monday and
spoke with him, but at the time

her husband was not aware that
Lorette-Smith was not where
he was supposed to be.
Galleguillos said she talked to her husband Tuesday
morning and sent him a text
to let him know that LoretteSmith was missing and that is
when he told her that he saw
Lorette-Smith on Monday.
She said her husband told
her what Lorette-Smith was
wearing and she went to Facebook to communicate that to

those who were talking about
Lorette-Smith and responding to his mother’s flier and
posts.
“(My husband) noticed he
had a backpack, and a sleeping bag,” Galleguillos said.
“He asked him what he was up
to, but Gabe was a little vague
(and) he didn’t share what his
plans were.”
She said she had been telling family and friends that
Lorette-Smith was missing

and planned to start a search
at Fall Creek State Park, Henry Cowell State Park and the
Mount Hermon Santa Cruz
area.
“He does like to hike or
camp in the redwoods,” Furness said.
She said although he likes
to hike and camp in the redwoods, it was not like him to
not call or communicate with
her.
“The Santa Cruz County

Sheriff’s Office has decided
not to conduct a search (for
Lorette-Smith) at this time,”
Laws stated. “They have notified their deputies to “be on
the lookout” and have notified
their local media.”
He said once the officers
got a report that LoretteSmith was missing, they immediately filed the report
and entered it into a statewide
missing persons system designed to send a message to all

law enforcement agencies in
the state of California.
“This (program) is something telling every law enforcement agency in California that we have missing
person and we need to find
them.”
Once found, Furness said
she was not sure what condition her son would be in when
she saw him.
Christiana Cobb is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.
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ONLINE NETWORKING

Social media could
be detrimental to
students’ health
By Tessa Terrill
@tweetybirdtt
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Tumblr. Most people
have become familiar with
these social networking sites,
and many more. Some spend
hours a day updating, tweeting, posting photos and videos.
A few have even suffered a collision on campus from someone who has their nose in their
phone. This is not the only danger an overdose on social networking can cause for students.
An article in “PC Magazine” points to a study by the
University of Milan and the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology that suggests there
is a chemical reason for our
sometimes obsessive need to
check social networking sites.

One of the
reasons why
I don’t have
a Facebook
is because I
know I’d get
addicted to
it...
Michelle Renwick
Senior psychology major
According to the article,
“Researchers monitored 30
subjects ages 19-25 as they
looked at photos of nature,
tried to solve math problems
and perused Facebook. They
recorded physical reactions
including skin conductance,
blood volume pulse, electroencephalogram, electromyography, respiratory activity
and pupil dilation to uncover
a pattern.”
The article stated the study
found that Facebook use
brought out a state of arousal
and a feeling of one person
helping out another in a positive way.
“In addition to having features of a process addiction, internet use might be reinforced
by pleasurable thoughts and
feelings that occur while the
person is using the internet,”
said SJSU psychologist Karisman Roberts-Douglass.
Internet addiction is related to impulse control disorders, according to RobertsDouglass.
Roberts-Douglass said if
someone has another type of
addiction, it can be more likely
that they will become addicted

to internet use.
“People with such other
mental disorders or symptoms
as depression, feelings of isolation, stress, or anxiety. They
may ‘self-medicate by using
the Internet in the same way
that some people use alcohol or
drugs of abuse to self-medicate
the symptoms of their mental
health issues,” he said.
Senior psychology major
Michelle Renwick stays away
from social networking altogether.
“One of the reasons why
I don’t have a Facebook is because I know I’d get addicted to
it,” she said.
Renwick said she learned
from her previous experience
with MySpace in high school.
She said she would go on
the site every day, multiple
times a day.
“I noticed also that if I had
a crush on someone, I would
totally automatically go to
his page,” she said. “I would
see who he’s talking to and I
just became obsessed over it.
I knew that, with Facebook, it
would be the same thing.”
She said she remembers
going on MySpace and feeling bad if she found things
out that people didn’t tell her
or if her crush was talking
to another girl. It would immediately ruin her day, she
said.
According to Renwick, she
has a lot of conversations, and
overhears a lot of conversations, with people that revolve
around social media, including fights between friends and
couples.
This makes her “literally
overjoyed” that she doesn’t
participate in social media
when she hears about things
like that happening, she said.
She said when she tries
to explain to people why she
doesn’t have one, they don’t
understand.
“I really think it’s just because they’re already sucked
in,” she said.
According to Renwick,
social media is a good idea in
theory, but once it’s put into
practice, it is a social disaster
because it brings out our natural tendencies to want to be the
best and compare ourselves to
others.
“It’s just this constant comparison that will drive me insane. Because that’s what I did
with MySpace.”
Renwick said she sometimes feels the urge to post a
funny quote or a pretty picture
and that she is the last to know
things, but those feelings subside quickly.

Students focused on their mobile devices scurry through campus on Tuesday afternoon. A recent PC Magazine says that social media can
be harmful to people ages 19-25. Kevin Johnson / Spartan Daily

“I feel like it’s a small price
to pay for not having one,” she
said. “You could not pay me to
have a Facebook.”
According to Renwick, she
uses texting to fill the social
media void and keep in contact
with her friends and family.
She said she is busy and
does not have the time for her
friends in real life, let alone for
social media.
Renwick said not having
social media in her life frees
her up to do so many more
things, such as walking her
dog.
She said not participating
in social media is one of the
best decisions she’s ever made.
Although there is no formal diagnosis for internet addiction, it is continually being
researched, Roberts-Douglass
said.
In his personal work, he
looks into how much time
college students are spending
online, he said.
His research shows that
the average student spends
four to eight hours a day on
the internet.
“I think for college students in particular, they are
highly vulnerable to this when
you think about the college
experience it’s about networking, interacting with people
and Facebook and Twitter
and who knows what else will
come out in a couple of years,”
Roberts-Douglass said.
According to RobertsDouglass, some of the consequences of too much internet
use are physical and functional problems.
Sitting on the computer
for hours at your desk or on
your bed can lead to bad posture, blurry vision and fatigue, Roberts-Douglass said.
“Obviously that can affect
academics in a big way,” he
said.

He also said that students
who find themselves interacting online more than interacting in real life can experience
increased feelings of isolation.
Another aspect that plays
a role is the “feedback loop,”
Roberts-Douglass said. When
you get an email or notification, there is a sense of urgency
to read and respond to it.
“Sometimes that can increase feelings of anxiety,” he
said.
Internet use makes it harder to pay attention in class or to
a verbal conversation because
that notification or email is always in the back of your mind
until you respond to it, he
said.
Louis Vargas, a senior management information systems
major, said although he only
occasionally posts, he checks
his Twitter account at least five

times a day for about five to 10
minutes at each time.
“I think that since the characters are so limited and news
is always coming in, you kind
of have to check it just to see
what there is,” he said. “Because in five minutes, the news
is totally different.”
He said he mainly uses it to
keep up with the latest technological developments and to
check in on bloggers and companies.
According to Vargas, if he
had to delete his Twitter account, he would find another
social networking site to get
his information fix.
According to Roberts-Douglass, part of what makes social
media, especially Facebook, so
appealing is that users can give
feedback for things others post
and get feedback for the things
that they post.

“In a way, it provides an opportunity to interact without
having to give that much effort,” he said.
This kind of interaction is
ingrained within the culture at
SJSU, he said.
It can also be appealing to
a typically introverted person
because it can provide an opportunity for them to be more
outgoing and make it easier
for them to have a social life,
Roberts-Douglass said.
To learn more about
healthy internet and social
media use and how it affects
sleep, mood and academics,
students can go to the Healthy
Social Media Use Workshop
in the College of Applied Arts
and Sciences Student Success
Center 603 on April 4 from 1
-2 p.m.
Tessa Terril is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.
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Personal safety: Session instructs
young women to protect themselves
FROM PAGE 1
UPD dispatcher, there are
self-defense sessions for specific groups of people for different reasons.
Eldridge said the sessions
that are for women only “are
segregated to prevent predators from learning the program.”
She said the main purpose
of the program is to teach the
female members of the community how to protect themselves.
She also said men and
women protect and defend
themselves differently because men and women have
different “abilities and vulnerabilities.”
Gaxiola said she has heard
from some female students
who have taken the training
sessions in the past that they
are more confident because

the training, both mentally
and physically, prepared them
for a dangerous situation.
Jennifer Schachner, a kinesiology lecturer who had
taken the sessions two years
ago, said although she went
into this training session
with a martial arts and selfdefense background, it reinforced what she had learned.
“At the end of class we
were set into a real life scenario where another officer
attacked us wearing a special
protective suit,” she said.
“This was my favorite part
because it allowed me to really hit someone full force and
test the skills I learned.”
Christina Duenas, a graduate student in social work,
said she thought it was a useful program to have, especially because she takes a lot of
night classes and feels cam-

pus can be dangerous then.
“All women should take
this class because not all women know the proper way to defend themselves,” she said.
Duenas also said there
should be more information
about the program because
she had never heard about
it before even though it has
been around for years.
According to Gaxiola, the
next session will be March 23
to 24, and anyone interested
in the program can contact
UPD for more information,
or visit the website for upcoming sessions at www.sjsu.
edu/police/prevent/rad.
Laws said, “R.A.D. is a vital
program provided by the university and I recommend that
all women on campus take advantage of it.”
Stephanie Wong is a Spartan Daily staff writer.

Forum: Experts to speak with students
in the biomedical device career field
FROM PAGE 1
those in the industry our other goal is to have some sort of
mentorship with these people.
We want our attendees to be
able to reach out to these people and get a sense of ‘how did
they get there?’”
Students can gain networking and internship connections through both the
industry professionals and
biomedical companies who
attend the conference as well
as the invited speakers as long
as they make the effort to put
themselves out there and talk
to them, according to Selvaduray.

“I encourage them to know
as many people as possible
and if something clicks, then
things can happen,” he said.
Jephrey Rodriguez, a graduate student in biomedical engineering, said the conference
will help students develop an
idea of where they want to go
in their lives professionally
and provide them the opportunity to connect with the invited speakers and professionals attending.
“It gives them an overview
of what’s to come and what’s
after college,” Rodriguez said.
“These opportunities (allow
students to) learn (from) a vari-

ety of professionals and industry people and their studies.”
Khuc said the event will
be challenging and the topics will be diverse, but he
wants it to be an enjoyable experience for all who
attend.
“One of these guys (speaking at the conference) actually
graduated from here and is
vice president of a company
now,” he said. “There’s nothing to say that you couldn’t be
coming to this conference 20
years from now and doing the
same talk.”
Rochelle Beckel is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.

SJSU Crime Log
3/6 - 3/16
The following items are selected from the University Police
Department daily crime log. Times shown are when the incidents
were reported to police.

Wednesday, March 6
•

2:05 p.m.: A report was made about an excessive amount
of suspicious phone calls the University Police Department
received.

Thursday, March 7
•

Student Union, 8:58 a.m.: A man was reported for chasing a cat
with a stick. Officers detained a SJSU student and took away
the stick.

Sunday, March 10
•

Duncan Hall, 9:00 p.m.: A report was made of a burglary of a
vending machine.

Thursday March 14
•
•

•

6:26 a.m.: A report was made about a suspicious man
following a female student.
Fourth Street Garage, 5:00 p.m.: A report was made about a
trash can on fire that happened the night before. There was no
other damage found.
Martin Luther King Jr. Library, 6:25 p.m.: A police officer was
called in about a counterfeit bill recovered by an SJSU affiliate.
The bill is now in the evidence unit with UPD.

Saturday, March 16
•

Martin Luther King Jr. Library, 5:54 p.m.: An adult was
reported for fighting with library security officers and
arrested for vandalism and assault.
Information compiled by Stephanie Wong from SJSU police department

Classifieds
Employment
$$ Sperm Donors Wanted $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and help create families. Convenient Palo Alto location.
Apply online: www.SPERMBANK.com

Today’s Crossword Puzzle
Universal Crossword
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is
there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist
of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper.
Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information. Classified readers
should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should require
complete information before sending money for goods or services. In addition,
readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or
coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

Almaden Valley Athletic Club is Now Hiring!
Almaden Valley Athletic Club is hiring for multiple
positions. We are looking for enthusiastic, out-going
and customer service oriented people for the following
departments:
Swim School - Teachers - Year Round
Summer Camp - Counselors - Seasonal
Outdoor Pool - Lifeguards - Seasonal
Child Care - Child Care Staff - Year Round
At AVAC we focus on fitness, family and fun - we are
looking for people who embody the spirit of AVAC and
provide the best customer service to our families and
members.
ACROSS
Due to our flexible schedule of morning, evening and
weekend shifts - it is a perfect job for students. If you
would like to be a part of our amazing team, please send a
resume to the e-mail below.
Email dgriffithjones@avac.us

Services
WRITING/EDITING HELP from Harvard grad & Ph.D.,
former college teacher, 25+ years’ experience. Most subject
areas. Caring & confidential. Email: Dan@WritingTips.com
Self Storage - Got Extra Stuff?
Downtown Self Storage has been serving SJSU students
for over 25 years. Have your own walk-in closet with a
personal 50sf storage unit. Conveniently located off Hwy
280 at the 10th/11th St exit (on your way to/from school).
Call (408) 995-0700 for details. Mention this ad, and we'll
throw in a heavy-duty lock! www.selfstoragesanjose.com

How To
Place your ads ONLINE at
www.Spartandaily.com/advertising
You can also place
classifieds through the
Spartan Daily Ad office.
Call us at 408.924.3270 or
visit us in DBH 209.
Office Hours: 1:30 - 4:15 P.M.
spartandailyads@sjsumedia.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

1 Polish,
as shoes
5 Act on,
as advice
9 Trapper’s
collection
14 Flattened
circle
15 More than
just suspicious of
16 Word used
coming or
going
17 Apportion
18 Alternative
to a carpet
lift
19 Anchorman’s
summary
20 This
puzzle’s
theme
23 Small band
24 Take-home
pay
25 Waiting
room item,
for short
28 Antiquated
31 Letter for a
gaggle
34 Like a lit
candle
 :\ɉ_^P[O
“symbol” or
“social”
37 What soap
may leave
 )L[^LLU
innings
performer
42 Sighting
from the
JYV^»ZULZ[
43 Bodybuilder’s unit
44 Plenty sore
45 Guinness

ending
46 Married
“mujeres”
49 Grant’s rival
50 Beard on
barley
51 Mental
inspiration
 )L[^LLU
innings
performer
61 “Island of
the Blue
Dolphins”
author
62 Heat in the
TPJYV^H]L
63 “Golden”
or “ground”
MVSSV^LY
64 Risk
65 Rehab
candidate
66 Run in
place
67 Snooty
types
68 Eyelid
problem
  ;^VZVTL

DOWN

1 Bunker
buster
2 Pigmented
part of the
eye
3 Famed pool
shark’s
nickname
4 It has gobs
of gobs
5 Filler for
some
balloons
6 As a group
7 List
lengthener
8 Residence
at Rice
9 “Star Trek”
distance

 7\[PUVɉJL
11 Out of
one’s mind
 ¸/V^KV
you like
___?!”
13 Nincompoops
21 Altercation
22 Persona’s
counterpart, to
Jung
 )V^SPUNWPU
^VVK
26 Eastern
elite
27 A momentary brightness
29 River horse
30 Volcano
plume
31 Key
32 Cliquish
33 Host
 5V[UL^
37 Where
successful
people go?
39 Good-night
girl of song
40 Nighttime,
poetically
 6ɈZWYPUNVM
Japanese
immigrants
46 Drinks
greedily
47 Baseball’s
Branch of
Brooklyn
48 Stick
 ,ZJOL^
cue cards
52 Caustic
53 Absorbs
^P[O¸\W¹
54 Yemeni
seaport
55 “I, Claudi-

\Z¹ÄN\YL
56 Black
^PSKLILLZ[Z
57 Drum out
 *VYRZJYL^
horned
antelope
59 Miss
Cinders of
early comics
60 Requirement
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Looking back at the Iraq War
Potential for gay marriage
in the Republican Party
While the debate over
offer an accepting perspective
legalizing same-sex marto a conservative audience.
riage is not a new issue, the
His new position has the pomomentum building in
tential to shift perceptions
support of the issue is new.
about the Republican Party
When Republican Sen.
and attract new voters.
Rob Portman of Ohio anIt’s vital for gay individunounced his support of
als to have a strong support
gay marriage last week,
system in such a delicate,
it was a shock to both
complicated period in their
Angela Medina’s
Democrats and Republilives. Especially if that indicolumn appears
cans, considering Portvidual is scrutinized in his
every Wednesday
man spent most of his pocommunity, the last thing
litical career against it.
they should face is rejection and shame
As Republicans take time to reevalu- from their own family.
ate their party’s message, Portman’s new
Some critics may argue that his new
stance on gay marriage can help them position is long overdue, but it’s worth
appeal to more voters.
considering that his decision comes at
Portman’s change of heart came af- an opportune time for his party and
ter his son, Will, told the senator and his America overall.
wife, Jane, that he was gay two years ago.
Because he has only served three
He went in depth about his new stance years as senator, Portman — a conserin a commentary in the Columbus vative politician who has a personal tie
Dispatch last Friday that, although sur- with marriage equality — diversifies
prising, presents a heartfelt and compel- the conservative party and has the poling argument for marriage equality.
tential to influence other conservative
After learning that his son was gay, politicians who may be concerned of any
Portman stated, “We were surprised to backlash from their party.
learn he is gay but knew he was still the
same person he’d always been. The only
difference was that now we had a more
complete picture of the son we love.”
Portman explained that his previous
position on same-sex couples derived
from his strong faith background: dictating that marriage is only between a
man and a woman. However, he stated
that he wanted his three children to lead
happy and meaningful lives with the
ones they love.
When former Vice President Dick
One of the strongest and unexpected Cheney was in office, he did not advoarguments Portman presents is that his cate for same-sex equality during his
support of gay marriage is consistent tenure in office, despite his daughter bewith his conservative views. As a conser- ing a lesbian.
vative, couples making long-term comNow, in the middle of his term, Portmitments to each other and building man can help shape perceptions of the
families enables strong and stable com- LGBT community within the Republimunities, which Portman stated was a can Party and advocate for equality.
fundamental belief among Republicans.
According to a Washington Post/
And allowing same-sex couples the op- ABC News poll, 58 percent of surveyed
portunity to make those commitments Americans believe same-sex marriage
would strengthen the institution.
should be legalized. The poll also indi“Ultimately, it came down to the cates that Republicans in support of
Bible’s overarching themes of love and same-sex marriage have risen from 24 to
compassion and my belief that we are all 34 percent since 2004, and in the 50-64
children of God,” Portman stated.
age groups, the number of Republicans
Portman’s strong new position is in support of same-sex marriage has
definitely eye-opening and progres- risen from 17 to 37 percent.
sive, considering Portman rejected the
This rise in Republican support for
Adoption Restriction Amendment of marriage equality may influence future
1999 that banned federal funding for legislation to legalize same-sex marcouples in D.C. who want to adopt a riages, especially as the Supreme Court
child, but who are not related by blood reviews the Defense of Marriage Act and
or marriage.
California’s 2008 Proposition 8 later this
It was refreshing to hear a public month.
figure and parent — especially one who
Angela Medina is a Spartan Daily staff
strongly opposed same-sex marriage — writer. Follow her on Twitter @angela_m514.

... Portman’s
new stance on
gay marriage can
help them appeal
to more voters.

Ten years ago yesgards to foreign policy,
terday, this nation
in a consistent and raembarked upon what
tional manner.
would become our
After 9/11, I, along
most politically divisive,
with most of the nawasteful, tragic and untion, approved of the
necessary conflict since
military action taken
the Vietnam War.
against Afghanistan —
They used to call it
it was rational.
things such as the 2003
Al-Qaida was there.
Invasion of Iraq, but as
The Taliban was there.
Chris Marian’s column appears every
the years went by and
The enemy and objecother Wednesday
the violence went on,
tive were clear.
people now simply call
The military was
it the Iraq War.
appearing to be generally successful,
Officially it ended in 2011, and and I was, at least then, despite the
Iraq hasn’t been in the news much Soviet experience in that country,
since, but now, on the 10-year anni- untroubled about the outlook of
versary of the beginning of the war, the conflict.
many of us are looking back at the
But then came Iraq.
conflict and asking ourselves what
I, and a significant part of counits legacy will be.
try, was never sold on the whole
For myself, watching the Iraq weapons of mass destruction thing.
War unfold was a growing experi- There was too much against it, too
ence — an experience I now appreci- many ulterior motives for invasion.
ate has been universal to almost all
I’ve never come to any one congenerations of Americans.
clusion myself as to what overridAlthough, like most Americans, ing reason the administration reI experienced the conflict only re- ally had to invade Iraq — there were
motely, what was known then, and many reasons, none of them good.
has become known over the last deThe only thing that was, and is
cade, about the conduct of the war now, clear to me was the Bush adand the politicking at home, had a ministration was bent on invading
profound effect on my attitude to- Iraq no matter what the evidence or
ward our leaders, our government intelligence was telling them — and
and our nation as a whole.
they did.
For our nation, the Iraq War conI think they’d made up their
tains a number of powerful lessons.
minds and were just looking for
I believe the most important of a pretext.
these is that arrogance comes with a
And of course now we know that
price, and we should never, ever, al- evidence touted by the administralow ourselves to forget that.
tion to support the invasion was
I was arrogant myself back based largely on lies, fabrications
then, a naïve 19-year-old just out and wishful thinking.
of high school.
Like many Americans, includGrowing up under a stable, pow- ing our current president, I was in
erful first-world government, I had the peculiar position of simultanea childlike belief that our leaders had ously approving of one war and disto be competent, rational experts, or approving of another.
at least smart enough to listen to exThe lead-up to the war, its conperts, to be in the position they were. duct, and what has been learned of
I had faith in the wisdom of the that administrations actions in the
government, no matter the politics. following years taught me a very
I also grew up under the shadow important thing: that you don’t
of the Gulf War.
have to be competent, rational, or
Watching the war as a small even mature to be a political leader
child, and reading about it as I grew in America.
up, shaped my perception of our
It was a frightening lesson, and
military and America’s role on the it showed me what a moral responworld stage.
sibility it was for me to vote and be
We had just won the Cold War.
engaged in the political process.
We had crushed Saddam’s army
The war showed me that our
in battle and liberated a nation.
military was not invulnerable
We were the world’s police. We or infallible.
were unstoppable.
I knew that the military wanted
We were unquestionably and al- to avoid another Vietnam-like situaways the “good guys.”
tion, and the burden of that lay with
It was the attitude of a child.
politicians — soldiers don’t choose
When George W. Bush was their wars — but I had expected
elected in 2000, I was ambivalent the military to have retained some
about him and his new administra- sort of counterinsurgency expertise
tion. I thought all politicians were from that conflict.
ultimately the same creatures and
Accounts I’ve heard from veterwould behave, particularly in re- ans, however, have showed me that

the military neither expected, nor
was really prepared for, fighting
an insurgency.
After a badly botched occupation, however, that’s exactly what
they got.
I remember when Gen. Eric
Shinseki was fired for suggesting
that we were deploying too few
troops to secure the country.
It was supposed to be a fast, cheap
in-and-out operation that would
liberate a grateful population who
would then sort out all their problems with an election and everything would be fine.
That was the fantasy.
The problem was arrogance,
mostly on the part of the administration and its subsidiaries.
It was arrogance so powerful that
it could tolerate no dissent.
No good intelligence, expert advice, or even common sense could
divest these neocons of their heroic
fantasy — they knew everything
they needed to know and wouldn’t
listen to anyone else.
They seemed completely ignorant of the cultural conflicts within
Iraq, and had a naïve attitude about
how the Iraqis would think of us.
We were almost all of us ignorant, including myself, but I falsely
believed our leaders were experts
on the situation, or at least listened
to experts.
I was wrong on both counts.
The Iraq war has been, and still
is a bitter matter for all of us, and I
know most Americans would rather
forget about it and move on, but doing so would not only be a disservice
to those who fought and died in the
conflict, it would be ignoring the important lessons we should take from
the conflict.
Arrogance comes with a price.
We, and especially our leaders,
are not infallible.
I think America as a whole
should take the Iraq War as a lesson
in wisdom and humility.
We allowed ourselves to initiate
a bloody conflict that was unwise
and unnecessary, that we were materially, strategically and diplomatically unprepared for.
Even now, after the war, we
are paying the price of arrogance,
as so many of our wounded and
troubled servicemembers aren’t
getting sufficient attention —
because we weren’t expecting
so many.
For the sake of its important lessons, and for the sake of the people
whose lives it forever altered, we
should never forget the Iraq War,
or neglect its bitter anniversaries
to come.
Chris Marian is the Spartan Daily
Opinion Editor. Follow him on Twitter
@ChrisMarian1

SPARTAN DAILY
STAFF SPRING 2013
EDITORIAL

Executive Editor
Margaret Baum
Managing Editor
Melanie Martinez
Photo Editor
Raphael Kluzniok
Production Editors
Sage Curtis
Stephanie Barraza
Multimedia editor
Jessica Olthof
Sports Editor
Dennis Biles
A&E Editor
Christina Molina

Online Editor
Jonathan Roisman
Opinion Editor
Chris Marian
Features Editor
Sage Curtis
Copy Editors
Rebecca Duran
David Wong
Communications Director
Christina Molina
Web Designer
Parth Patel

Staff Writers and
photographers
Esmeralda Anaya
Rochelle Beckel
Ryan Brown
Christian Carrasco
Christiana Cobb
Bryan Delohery
Vincent Ei
Lauren Hailey
Amanda Hochmuth
Kevin Johnson
Tommy McCormick
Angela Medina
Codi Mills
Anthony Nguyen
Sydney Reed
Basil Sar
Carolyn Seng
Tessa Terrill
Zachary Toberman
Stephanie Wong
Contributors
Jared Gochuico
Leo Postovoit
Nina Tabios

ADVISERS
Tim Burke, Production Chief
Richard Craig, News
Tim Hendrick, Advertising
Kim Komenich, Photo
Mack Lundstrom, News
Tim Mitchell, Design
Pat Wallraven, Manager

PROFESSIONAL
ADVISORY BOARD
SPARTAN DAILY ALUMNI
Max Becherer
Based in Islamabad,
Pakistan, freelance
photojournalist
(Polaris Images)

Kevin Fagan
San Francisco Chronicle,
investigative reporter and
feature writer
Mark Katches
Center for Investigative
Reporting, editorial director
Steve Lopez
Los Angeles Times, columnist
Carla Marinucci
San Francisco Chronicle,
political reporter
Ryan Sholin
Gannett Digital, manager

David Willman
Doreen Carvajal
International Herald Tribune, Los Angeles Times,
investigative reporter
Paris,
investigative reporter
Jan Shaw
Daily adviser emerita
ex-officio

ADVERTISING
Ad Director
Luis Marquez

Assistant Ad Director
Daniel Davis
Creative Director
Justin Molina
Assistant Creative
Director
Yen Lai
Advertising Staff
Alivea Davis
Illissa Fernandez
Amar Nijor
Naom Paoletti
Casey Staub
An Vu
Distribution
Naom Paoletti
Thomas Trump

Letters to the editor may be placed
in the letters to the editor box in the
Spartan Daily office in Dwight Bentel
Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to (408)
924-3282, emailed to spartandaily@
gmail.com or the Spartan Daily Opinion
Editor, 1 Washington Square, San Jose,
CA 95192-0149.
Letters to the editor must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number,
signature and major. `Letters become
property of the Spartan Daily and may
be edited for clarity, grammar, libel and
length. Only letters of 300 words or less
will be considered for publication.
Published opinions and
advertisements do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Spartan Daily,
the School of Journalism and Mass
Communications or SJSU. The Spartan
Daily is a public forum.

SPORTS

Page 8 | Spartan Daily

Wednesday, March 20, 2013

PROFILE

Markesha Collins slugging her way through senior season
By Lauren Hailey
@LaurenOLovely
Senior outfielder Markesha Collins
has come a long way and has left her
mark on the SJSU softball team.
Collins, who plays left-field, is in
her fourth season with the team, and
has played and started in 24 games this
season, according to SJSU Athletics.
She is a powerful hitter. Her slugging percentage is the team’s highest,
at .757, and she also leads the team with
a .425 batting average and five home
runs, according to SJSU Athletics.
“I put in a lot of extra time,” Collins said.
Collins, a business finance major,
said the chemistry she has with her
teammates has contributed to her success on the field.
Senior starting pitcher Amanda
Pridmore said she and Collins have
been on the team together for the
last four years.
“She’s one of our captains, (she’s)
someone the team looks up to,” Pridmore said. “She helps out a lot of the
younger girls too.”
Assistant coach Christen Hardee
said Collins is the epitome of hard
work ethic and determination.
“Those that are wise are watching
her and learning from her,” she said.
Head coach Peter Turner said
Collins’ example is an asset to the
team’s success.
“Her leadership sometimes is
quiet, but she certainly has done a
great job,” Turner said.
Turner said he hopes her attitude
will have an effect on the players in
years to come.
“Her ability to laugh, the ability to smile when things are going
rough, she finds a way to come in
here and work it out,” he said.
Collins said she tries to set the most
positive example for new teammates.
“I’m like the mom,” she said. “I
try to help everybody out as much as
I can.”

Senior Markesha Collins leads the team in batting average, home runs and runs batted in. Basil Sar / Spartan Daily

Many of the players say Collins
taught them a lot about the game.
Freshman outfielder Jessie
Hufstetler said Collins has been a
mentor to her.
“We’re both left handed and
she’s helped me in developing that,”
Hufstetler said.
Sophomore outfielder Marissa
Toy said Collins’ influence helped
her grow as a player.
“Her advice really helps me to
take a hold of my position,” Toy said.
Collins said she’s been on the softball field since she was nine-years-old.
“My mom put me in the sport
because she played it when she was
younger,” she said.
Her mother, Natasha Collins, said
the first year she put her daughter on
a neighborhood softball team, she had

no idea that she would make it on to
the all-star squad.
“I think that is when her love for
the game began,” she said. “It was
something that she had an uncanny
knack for.”
Hardee said Collins has a lot of natural talent, but it took hard work to get
to her current level of performance.
Collins said she has worked this
season to bounce back from previous
seasons at SJSU when she didn’t perform to her own expectations.
“My sophomore year I really went
through a bad rough patch when I
wasn’t playing too well,” she said.
In her sophomore season in
2011, Collins started in 23 games
and only had a total of 11 hits for a
miniscule .180 batting average, according to SJSU Athletics.
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“She’s gone through all extremes
of the game,” Hardee said. “She had
rough years, fought back, and gone
way beyond.”
Turner said Collins’ attitude is a
great example for the rest of the team.
“She learned and grew and doesn’t
feel sorry for herself when things don’t
go well,” he said.
Collins’ mother said the amount
of happiness in seeing her daughter’s
success this year is indescribable.
“Markesha has always been a child
driven and focused on what she wanted her future to be like,” she said. “Softball was one of her main goals, and she
was able to accomplish that by going to
college with a scholarship.”
Pridmore said playing with Collins
the past four years has been great because she keeps the team enthusiastic.

“You can never really find her
down,” she said. “She’s always a positive
role model, very team oriented.”
Turner said her performance this
season has proven to be instrumental.
Collins said she looks up to her
mother and her grandfather.
“I never let Markesha or her sisters see the struggle of being a single
parent, and yet I was still able to put
my life on hold and pour everything
I had into making sure that she
would grow up in a positive way,”
Collins’ mother said.
Collins’ mother also said her
grandfather has always been true and
dedicated to his grandchildren, which
helped Collins to be confident in everything she does.
“What makes me the most proudest of Markesha is that she is so focused
on her future and that she can have fun
as a young woman and stay focused on
her goals all at the same time,” Collin’s
mother said.
Collins said she currently works
for the San Francisco 49ers organization in the financial department, and
she hopes to keep her love of sports in
her career.
In addition, Collins said outside
softball one of her main hobbies is cake
baking and decorating, and she’s been
doing it for more than ten years.
“I always make cakes every year
for my friends or teammates and
people back home,” she said.
Pridmore said Collins’ performance will have a lasting influence.
“Her influence is going to carry
over into next year,” she said. “She’ll
still have an influence even if she’s
not here.”
Collins said she hopes to return
to the softball team after she graduates to continue to serve as a mentor.
“I definitely want to come back
and help out and coach,” she said. “I
just wanted to finish off really well
my senior year.”
Lauren Hailey is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

